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l

Employing people in your home or at work

l

Donating to our employment creation programme, Link of Love

l

Funding, supporting, sharing with and mentoring us

l

Supplying us with the goods and services we need to run an efficient operation

l

Networking and spreading the word about what we do

Over the past 24 months, we have:
l

Interviewed, registered, guided, supported, empowered and inspired over 4 500
unemployed people.

l

Facilitated over 120 000 days of work for people in the domestic, business, retail, food
and industrial sectors.
(Of these 120 000 days of work, approximately 55% are permanent and 45% part
time).

l

Generated over R16 million worth of wages for the previously unemployed!

During the year, we have not only been registering employees, but have been very busy assisting
employers in their search for staff. We have also been actively marketing at business breakfasts, on
numerous radio stations and websites and have been featured in the local press several times.
In mid October we employed 20 of our registered people to hand out leaflets at the traffic lights,
wearing advertising boards with a positive message.
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And what a wonderful response from the public! Donations to Link of Love, people calling to employ
or simply writing to wish us well with our endeavours. Thank you all.

On the employee side, DreamWorker was
involved with Department of Social
Development’s Community Open Day in
Gugulethu. Our talk to over 200 people and
information table evoked the most interest by
far – unemployment is clearly a BIG issue in the
community!
Afterwards, Tania Sisam, office manager wrote
“Looking at the crowd I felt blessed to continue
to bring hope and change one life at a time to
these people.” And Nzukie Mapaqa, office
administrator added “After we did our
presentation, the people couldn’t concentrate
on the other tables anymore. It was as though
DreamWorker was the only company there!
What a great day for me.”

Unemployed people line up to find out more about
DreamWorker

Boebie Bassier is an exceptional man. He opted to
remain at home and nurse his terminally ill wife,
knowing it would cost him his job as an
airconditioner technician. DreamWorker first came to
know of Boebie (Abubakar) Bassier when he joined
the Link of Love programme in Hanover Park. He
was given piecemeal “workdays” to tend a tiny patch
of garden for the elderly in the community, during his
time of unemployment.
Boebie was featured in our last newsletter and
shortly after mailing it out, his wife died.
DreamWorker registered Boebie and within a short
while he was offered a job helping with building
renovations at a house in Woodstock.
His employer cannot praise him highly enough. “He
is really capable, a positive spirited person, reliable
and has so much enthusiasm. And versatile – he can
tile and paint, plaster and do carpentry”. Boebie is
the second person she has employed through
DreamWorker, having taken on Primrose Martin as
a domestic worker a year ago.

Boebie is so grateful to have work again. “I am
happy to be working, to keep my mind and my
hands occupied, during my time of mourning. And I
am so grateful that DreamWorker has found factory
work for my 19 year old daughter too. My only wish
is that I could have done more for my late wife......
but I did my best”.
And the garden? Boebie does his bit over the
weekends to keep it thriving and to nurture all the
plants that were donated to him after his wife’s
death. The links go on ......

When Thabiso arrived at DreamWorker he had
been unemployed for 3 months, with a 2 year old
daughter and his grandmother to support. Despite
having studied Electrical Engineering (N3) at Cape
College, he had worked short term as a field
marketer in the retail world. His dream was to be
able to put his technical skills to the test.
Thabiso’s enthusiasm, warm smile and general air
of willingness did not go unnoticed! When the
office had a call from Packit Packaging looking for
a young person to train as a repair technician, he
jumped to mind.
His manager, Naasief Tape speaks most highly of
him “We could see he had the right attitude and
was really keen. Thabiso is a guy who is not
scared to dirty his hands. He is not afraid to learn,
to try things, to ask questions. We love having him
on the team.”
And Thabiso? “I have dreamed of a job like this. I
am able to apply what I have learned, but I can
learn and grow so much more doing this work. I
am really happy for the opportunity. Thank you
DreamWorker, thank you Packit!”

Amina Burgher is still hard at work co-ordinating the Link of Love initiative in Hanover Park...

Most of us can hardly take care of a handful of
children. But Jennifer Lodewyk, has recently taken
on the task of being headmistress to 1 100 children
at Voorspoed Primary School! Voorspoed Primary
educates many children from the poorest parts of
Hanover Park. Having taught at the school for 34
years, Jennifer understands the desperate needs in

Hanover Park. Having taught at the school for 34
years, Jennifer understands the desperate needs in
the community and is hugely supportive of Link of
Love.
When the school’s caretaker was injured, there was
no funding for a replacement. Happily, Link of Love
could offer Jennifer much needed help in the form of
3 young unemployed young men - all 3 of them past
pupils of the school! Jeff, Roger and Nathan
stepped in to help with gardening, sweeping,
cleaning the grounds and toilets, general
maintenance and window cleaning.
All three young men felt proud to come back and
help at their school. They have fond memories, but
dreams too – to study further, to learn spray
painting, carpentry or electrical engineering. But in
order to do that, they need to work and earn.
Jennifer’s dream is to see her schoolchildren
educated in proper buildings, not prefabs and to
send them out into the world with strong basic
values, so that “what we teach here will not be in
vain.”
As we network, so the links of love go on and on
and on.......

Roger Manuel, Jeff Manuel,
Nathan Barnes, Jennifer Lodewyk

On her rounds through the community, Amina chanced about
the most beautiful garden. Working there, as volunteers were
Patrick “Tamatie” Wentzel and Errol van Wyk, both
unemployed. Amina signed them up to Link of Love and then
found out more about this magic garden in the middle of an area
of Hanover Park known for its extreme poverty and gang
violence.....
Meet Ridwaan Holtman. While in jail, Ridwaan awoke from a
dream in which he saw two large palm trees. Back home,
unemployed, he looked out of his window one day and saw
just that – two Chinese palms growing in the middle of an open
lot covered in rubble and litter. He remembered and he set to
work. Together with Patrick , he dug a huge hole, deeper than
a swimming pool. And buried all the rubble! And then he began
creating a garden. Slips, donations, gifts from his Parks and
Forests friends – he made it happen plant by plant.
On Christmas Day, 2009, Ridwaan was involved in a horrific
accident in Hout Bay. He was thrown through the windscreen
of his bakkie, hit a palm tree and was left paralysed from the
chest down.
Errol van Wyk
and Patrick Wentzel

Shireen Hou holds an orchid
donated by DreamWorker
to bedridden
Ridwaan Holtman

Today, Ridwaan is bedridden, stuck on the 2nd floor of a
council flat in Hanover Park. But the garden continues, thanks
to the efforts of Patrick and Errol. Ridwaan tries to get
someone to put him in a wheelchair and take him there every
day, but it is not always possible, as he has to be carried in his
chair down dangerous, open stairs. Does he still have dreams?
Of course!
“I would love to live the ground floor, so that I can be more
mobile. My sister, is looking after me but she is having a baby
in February and I need someone to care for me every day. She
just can’t lift me every 3 hours and if she doesn’t, I get horrible
bed sores. I also want to help more children learn about nature
and plants.
But this is my big dream...... to really make this garden
fantastic, to have real pathways through the garden so people in
wheelchairs, like me, can get around, to have a pond and water
feature covered with a canopy, so we can sit and watch the
fish. And a fancy fence, made of chains”.
Humbling indeed, to those of us who have strong, healthy
bodies but have possibly lost the courage to follow our dreams!

When Nolitha arrived at DreamWorker, she had
been unemployed for 2 years, with 2 children aged
11 and 8 to support. DreamWorker found her some
work with a family in the area, doing ironing just 2
days a week, but then her luck changed. Today,
Nolitha is working for them 5 days one week and 6
days the next!
Her employer has only good reports “Nolitha is very
reliable, friendly and a pleasure to have around. She
takes pride in her work and my boys really love her.
We are so lucky to have found her through
DreamWorker.”
Nolitha is delighted with her job, which she has had
for a year now. “I want to stay with them forever”
she smiles. “They are good people, kind people and
I am happy here, even when the boys are naughty!”
When asked to have his photo taken with Nolitha
who was going to “be famous now”, young Ben
burst into tears stammering “no famous, no famous.
You can’t take her away from me!”. That’s how
much Nolitha is a part of her new family!

Nolitha Dwenene

The Somerset West office is growing steadily.
Sbongile Dambuza and Virgil Rule have joined
the team, following the departure of
Nombulelo and Johanita. Welcome aboard!
Virgil represented DreamWorker in a
community Open Day in Sir Lowry’s Pass
village. Various NGO’s shared their initiatives
with the people of the village. As always,
unemployment had a high degree of interest.

The new Somerset West “A” team - Sbongile,
Virgil and Busi

From the DreamWorker Team

Following the successful leaflet handout in
Cape Town, 3 sets of traffic lights were
targeted for a leaflet drop using unemployed
people, who were given the chance to work
for a day. The response was excellent, with
greater awareness being generated, calls for
work being received as well as wonderful
donations to the Link of Love campaign.
Thank you Somerset West!

